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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

TO: Colleen Hart, U.S. EPA 3°1797

FROM: Craig G. Raben, FIT

DATE: September 18, 1991

SUBJECT: Griffin Wellpoint Corporation, (aka Griffin Dewatering Co.)

Hammond, Indiana; IND016366213/R05-8605-06/FIN0530PA

From 1967 to present, Griffin Wellpoint Corporation (Griffin) site

has been an active construction company located at 3450 Calumet Avenue,

Lake County, Hammond, Indiana, that specializes in removing impurities

from groundwater (devatering). The site is located in a highly indus-

trialized area.

This 8-acre site is divided into two sections. The back forty

section is used to store old well construction equipment and rusted,

empty drums. This area is vegetated by weeds and grass. The operations

section of the site consists of a garage or work shed, storage tanks

that contained diesel fuel, and a storage area for feedstocks. Feed-

stocks include oil, paint, paint thinner, and degreaser, which are

stored in 55-gallon drums; no wastes are produced from use of the

feedstocks.

On September 10, 1980, U.S. EPA investigated the site and observed

290 empty drums and 16 open drums that were full or partially full,

stored in the back forty storage section. Only one full drum was

labeled; its contents were identified as ethylene glycol. Many of the

empty drums were completely rusted out. During the investigation, Mr.

Hockberger (manager of the site), stated that the fuller drums pre-



viously contained paint, fuel oil, or antifreeze. He also stated that

the contents of the fuller drums had become too diluted with rainwater

and were stored as unusable product.

A minor chemical spill occurred in the operations part of the

facility on April 14, 1986, when an employee left a garden hose on

overnight while mixing a solution of one (1) part Carb-Gon (automotive

parts cleaner) and two (2) parts water. The solution overflowed onto

the floor of the storage area; approximately 200 gallons of the solution

was spilled into a floor drain, which drains into a ditch in front of

the site. The ditch is connected to a drainage system that eventually

empties into the Indiana Harbor Canal, approximately 2 1/2 miles east of

the site. The company pumped 7,100 gallons of discolored water from the

ditch into empty tanks that were then stored on-site for later use. No

samples of spilled material were collected.

On June 4, 1991, Ecology and Environment, Inc./Field Investigation

Team (FIT), conducted an off-site reconnaissance inspection of the

Griffin site. FIT observed approximately 20 drums stored on a holding

rack behind the feedstock area. Piles of rusted equipment were located

in the feedstock area, which was surrounded by a fence with a gate. FIT

observed stressed vegetation adjacent to the ditch in front of the site.

The site overlies a highly permeable subsurface with a high water

table, but migration to groundwater is unlikely due to the small amount

of waste spilled into the soil. The groundwater within 4 miles of the

Griffin site is not used for drinking purposes. Residences within a

4-mile radius obtain water from surface water intakes on Lake Michigan.

The closest surface water intake is the Whiting Intake, located approxi-

mately 7 1/2 miles from the site.

There is a potential for migration to occur to the surface water

and fisheries through the ditch located in front of the site. Any sub-

stances that flow into the floor drain will flow into the ditch and into

the drainage system that empties into the Indiana Harbor Canal. A wet-



lands area is located approximately 1/2 mile from the site. However,

because no overland migration pathway was observed, the probability of

substances migrating to this wetlands is low.

Three homes are located within 200 feet of the site; approximately

40 employees work on-site. There is a potential for direct contact to

occur.

No odors associated with the site have been reported, the site is

well vegetated and there has been no observed release of hazardous

substances into the air. Therefore, the probability of substances to

migrate in the form of windblown particulates is low.
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International Specialists in the Environment

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Colleen Hart, U.S. EPA

FROM: Craig A. Raben, FIT

DATE: September 18, 1991

SUBJECT: Griffin Wellpoint Corporation (aka Griffin Dewatering Co.)

Hammond, Indiana; IND016366213/R05-8605-06/FIN0530PA

During a United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)

inspection of the Griffin Wellpoint Corporation site in Hammond, Indiana

conducted on September 10, 1980, the site operator, Mr. Hockberger,

stated that the company would clean up the drums in the yard and dispose

of them in a responsible manner. On June 4, 1991, Ecology and Environ-

ment, Inc./Field Investigation Team (FIT) conducted an off-site recon-

naissance inspection of the site. FIT believes complete clean-up did

not occur because during this inspection approximately 20 drums and a

number of piles of rusted equipment were observed.

FIT recommends that the Griffin site proceed to the screening site

inspection level with medium priority because of the potential for con-

taminants to migrate to surface water via the ditch in front of the site

and through the drainage system. Also, there is a high potential for

direct contact to occur via soil exposure for the residents living

adjacent to the site and the approximately 40 employees who work

on-site.
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NOV 061990 PA TABLE 1: WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (WCJ SCORES

PA Table 1a: WC Scores for Slngl* Sourc* Sites and FonnuUs
for Multiple Sourc* Silts

T
1
f
ft

1
»

H
T

W
A

M

V
0
I
u

SOURCE TYPE

N/A

N/A

Land HO

Surface
impoundment

Drums

Tanks and non-
M loYurn containers
C

Contaminated soi

Pie

ILandfUl

1

A
ft
C
A

Surface
impoundment

Contaminated soi

Pie*
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SINGLE SOURCE SITES (assigned WC scores)

WC - 18

5100 KM

5500.000 KM

i 6.75 million ft1

5250.000 yd1

56.750ft1

5250yd3

51.000 drum*

550.000 grfon*

56.75 mOGon ft1

5250.000 yd1

56.750 IP
5250yd1

5340.000 ft*

51.300ft*
SO.OM •»••

53.4 mKon ft*

— 5 1,300 ft*
50:029 *crM

527.000ft*
50.62 *CfM

WC - 32

> 100 to 1 0.000 t>t

> 500.000 to 50 miKon tx

> 6.75 milGon ft1 to 675 minion ft1

> 250.000 to 25 n&on yd1

> 6.750 ft5 to 675.000 ft1

> 250 to 25.000 yd1

> 1.000 to 100.000 drum*

> 50.000 to 5 maKon qtRor*

> 6.75 iraEon ft1 to 675 mittoo ft3

>2SO.OOOto2SnAonyd>

> 6.750 ft* to 675.000 ft*
> 250 to 25.000yd1

> 340.000 to 34 inBon ft*
>7 J to 780 »crw

> 1.300 to 130.000 ft*
> 0.024 to 2.9 ten*

> 3.4 nvBon to 340 nAon ft*
>7« to 7.«00 MTM

> 1.300 to 130.000 ft*
>0.02» to 2 J WTM

> 27.000 to 2.7 n«on ft*
>0.62 to 62 *OM

WC - 100

> 10.000 KM

>50^nfc,

>67SirJBontt3

> 25 rrJIoo yd3

>67VX»fe
>2S^OOyd3

> 100^X0 drum*

>5 tnKixi (j«Bon«

>67^aKon ft3

>2S •Jan yd*

>67SjOOOft*
>2SjOOOyd3

>34aCoo ft*
>7SO *cr*«

>1JQjOOOft*
>2JacrM

>>JSSeST

> 130̂ 00 ft*
>2Jl*crM

•̂js:*1

MULTIPLE SOURCE
SITES

Formula for
Assigning Sourc*

WQ Values

/fts -»• /

tbs + 5.000

ft3 + 67.500
yd3 + 2.500

ft3 * 67.5
yd3 + 2.5

drums •+• 10

gallons •+• 500

/r* + 67.500

ff + 67.5
Yd1 -•- 2.5

1f + J.400
acres •+• 0.076*

/H + 13
9cres + 0.00025

/r7 ••• J4.000
*c/ej * 0.75

ft» + f3
*c/*s •*• 0.0002S

/f* + 270
*cr« •+• 0.0062

1 tort - ZjOOO t>« - 1 yd1 - 4 dnm - 200 gdtow
• VM «• •* Uod *urf*c« tmfer pik wot turfac* «•• of pte.

PA Table 1b: WC Scorn (or MuWple Source Skee

WOM HC40W.

> 100s* 10.000 32

> 10.000 100



GROUND W A T E R USE DESCRIPTION
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Describe Ground Water Use Whhin 4-miIej of the Site:
'rovic>< strat igraphy; information on aqu i fe rs , municipal, and or private wells!
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.watar contamination (e.g.. wet tegoo'nl? ' ' •

O '-' Is waste quantity particularly Urge?

• It pretipftation heavy arid infiltration rale high?

C Is the tJt« located in an uaa of kent •••:sin?

• '' Is the subsurface KgHy pemvs able or corxluctive?

• Is drinking water drawn from a shadow aquifer?

O Are suspected contaminants highry mobile in
ground water?

O Does any circumstantial evidence of ground watar
or drinking watar contamination exist?

Other criteria?

SUSPECTED RELEASE?
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1. iSOSPtCTEO RELEASE: K you suspect a release to yoond watef (see pag< 7).

ass^ a score o< 550. anpd use only column A fof ihispathwjy.

2. NO SOSPiECTEO RELEASE: H you <Jo rwt suspect a release to ground water, and
the s<te es in karst terrain or the depth to aquifer «s ,70 feet-or less.. assign a score •
of '500; otherwise, assign a score of 340. Use only column B !w tN* pathway.
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TARGETS

PRIMARY TAROET POPULATION: .Deter mine the number at peo(4e served fey
drrnkiig 'Wa.ter Worn wefls that you suspect have ̂ been expcsed to hazardous
substances from the site (see Ground Water Pathway Criteria list. ;pao,« 71.

p*op!< x 10

4. SeCONOXRY TARGET POPULATION: Determine the number of people s«rve<J by
drinUng r^atcf from weds that you. do NOT suspect have been e*&o«ed to hazardous
subiuf<«s from the she. arvj assign the total popJ^tkm %-yt f-tm PA Tabte 2.

AJTC any wells part of a blended system? Yes _ No _
tf yes. attach a page to show apportionment calculations.

5. NEAREST WEIL: tf you have identified any Primary Targets for g/ound ware*,
assign a score of 50; otherwise, assign the highest Nearest VVrf sc<xe from
PA TaWe 2. If no drinking-water we0s exist within 4 miies. assign a score of lero.

6. WELLHEAD PROTECTION AREA (WHPAJ: Assign a score of 20 rf any portion of
a designated WHPA is within X mile of the site; assign 5 rf from K to 4 m«le$,

7. RESOURCES: A score of 5 is assigned.

T -

Ot«« • • J I. .

0

WAST! CHARACTERISTICS

8. A, tf you txave identrfied any Primary Targets for ground w»;er, aisiy
characteristics score calculated on page 4. or a score ol 3Z, v»Sd-
GREATER; do not evaluate part 8 of this factor.

8. H you Ixave NOT k5entif««d any Primary Targets for yc'jrt wr"ef.
wiste cttaracteristics score calculate^ on pacw *.
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SURFACE WATER PATHWAY
MIGRATION ROUTE SKETCH

>rovide • Sketch of the Surface Water Migration Route:
[include oxxjft route, probable point of entry. 15-mile target distance limit, intakes, fisheries, and sensitive environments)
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